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ROB EN ROBIN
Monseigneur Hopmansstraat 15

The Ocean building of Breda University of Applied Sciences
(BUas) started the 2020/2021 school year with a new look. Rob
and Robin made a huge mural of a keycord on the building.

The painting had to have a link with the Leisure & Events course,
a study on event organization. Various objects were reviewed,
such as festival wristbands, post-its or objects that are used
during sports. Ultimately, the keycord was chosen as a symbol for
the events industry. It is an iconic object that can be applied to all
facets within the training.

Last year BUas and Blind Walls Gallery also worked together on
paintings in the stairwells within the Ocean building. These
paintings were designed by Breda illustrator Hedof.
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NASE POP
Doornboslaan

During ‘The Week of Dutch Beer’, Nase Pop painted four walls in
the tunnel at Doornboslaan. For the colour palette, he took
inspiration from the coat of arms of Breda and historic adverts of
Breda Beer Brewery the ‘Three Horses-Shoes’.

People have been talking about the ‘Drij Hoefijsers’ brewery since
1628. Because of the high quality brewing water the brewery’s
reputation was on the rise and quickly grew to be one of the
biggest breweries in the Netherlands. The main office is situated
at the close-by Ceresstraat. The complex is a rare example of the
industrial past of the 1929 crisis, with attention to material and
architecture.
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DZIA
Stationslaan

At the request of local residents, the neighbourhood
Doornbos-Linie wasn’t demolished but redeveloped by housing
corporation Alleewonen, in cooperation with the residents. There
is d.i.y. housing, a neighbourhood salon, and various cultural



events in partnership with Electron.
Belgian artist DZIA took inspiration from the origin of the area, a
polder where many birds breed. Together the three bids
represent the creative, colourful and diverse feel of the
neighbourhood, with a small nod to the past.
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JOREN JOSHUA
Terheijdenstraat

This whopper of a mural is done by Joren Joshua. The mural Is
based on the story of Cornelius van Gogh, Vincent van Gogh’s 
younger brother, and the Backer & Rueb machine factory.

 

Joren’s creation shows the coming and going of factory workers,
assembling the trains that made Backer & Rueb famous. It also
features a man with bright orange hair, that man is Cornelius (Cor)
van Gogh, Vincent van Gogh’s younger brother. Because of his
technical background, Cor worked at Backer & Rueb for a few
years. Cor didn’t enjoy the Netherlands much, so he moved to
South Africa, where he worked as a draftsman for the
South-African Railways. Eventually, Cor committed suicide at the
young age of 32.
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BRUCE TMC & P. WINKEL
Veilingkade 12

This place is called the Haveneiland (loosely translated: Harbour
Island). Since 2014 it has been thé destination for creative
organisations and initiatives, who work on development within
the fields of entrepreneurship, sustainability, recreation, sport and
culture.

 

Artists P. Winkel and Bruce TMC were inspired by the different
shapes they found on the site and from this, they developed a
visual identity that’s applicable to the many shapes and objects
in the area. The design provides a more open look and feel as
well as better visibility and familiarity.
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WOUTER VAN DER GIESSEN
Vacant area Backer& Rueb Halls

Organizer of Duikboot festival Frank Haagen contacted Blind
Walls Gallery, festival Vieze Anita and festival Ploegendienst for a
new project during COVID-19 pandemic. The 'Ruimtemakers'
program provides temporary projects to make the public space
more attractive. The aim is to encourage residents to (re)discover
the city.

 

The result is a work of art created by Wouter van der Giessen. The
colors in the work are based on a blazon, also known as a target.
By drawing it to a 3D shape and painting it on industrial silos, an
absurd image is created that not only creates attention for itself
but also for the environment.
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RUTGER TERMOHLEN,
SUPER A & COLLIN VAN DER
SLUIJS
Veilingkade

Rutger Termohlen invited fellow artists Collin van der Sluijs and
Super A to work on the project. The giant mural was inspired by
several ‘lockdown talks’ they had with residents of Belcrum, the
surrounding neighborhood.

 

Fictional birds, representing family, transformation, resilience and
hope. The choice for birds was an inspired one: they are fragile,
but powerful animals. Other elements, like the broken vase,
represent symbolic stories – often only known to the residents
and artists.
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BEN EINE
Belcrumweg

The railway marked a division between the rich city center and
the working class in the north. In the recents years the north,
called Belcrum, turned into a culture hotspot. Young families lives
next to theaters, galleries, art studios, skate hall and even a
beach.

 

Renowned street artist Ben Eine was invited to work on the
underpass to celebrate the new situation. The words
“Meaningful”, “Imagineer”, “Mesmerising”, “Storytelling”
celebrates the present and future industry of Breda. The city is
known as ‘City of Imagineers’ a home for many educational,
cultural and commercial institutions in the creative industry.
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FRAU ISA
Middellaan

Frau Isa painted two murals on an apartment building at the
Middellaan. Isa’s work is inspired by the glorious past of the
Kwatta factory.

 

The 16-meter high diptych shows a Kwatta girl and a Kwatta
soldier, two familiar terms in Breda. From the end of the 19th
century, the Steam Cacao and Chocolate Factory “Kwatta” was
situated here, the bars the factory produced became
world-famous in the Benelux.

 

Most Kwatta employees were young girls, famously known as the
Kwatta meisjes (girls). An original Kwatta-girl was present at the
official unveiling (August 18th 2019) of the murals, Corry
Dieckmann.
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TOM ONRUST & WOUTER
VAN DER GIESSEN
Lunetstraat

The worldwide corona-outbreak has drastically changed our
lives. To lift Breda’s spirits we asked Tom Onrust to create a mural
on former shopping centre De Lunet. 
Tom Onrust created the design with Wouter van der Giessen.
Wouter was told the wise words “Het komt allemaal wel goed, zo
niet dan toch” (It will all be okay, if not it will anyway”) by his
parents. The words are painted on soap dispensers, a reference
to all the hand-washing we’re currently doing, but also to the
history of De Lunet.
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ZENK ONE
Meidoornstraat 64

Zenk One created a tribute to kickboxing legend Ramon Dekkers.
The design features boxing gloves, a Thai floral wreath and a
diamond, which is a reference to his nickname ’The Diamond’.

 

Dekkers was an eight time Muay Thai world champion and the
first foreigner to be given the title of ‘Thaiboxer of the Year’. This
made Dekkers a hero in Thailand.

 

In 2013 Dekkers died unexpectedly during training. Local Tuinzigt
inhabitants Ivonne Peeters and Ciska Jansen made it their
mission to make this mural happen.
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MANTRA
Tuinzigtlaan

Many other areas of Breda are covered in green, but the Tuinzigt
neighbourhood lacks some serious urban nature. This mural
brings nature to Tuinzigt, with butterflies species that are nearly
extinct in the Netherlands.



 

From top to bottom you’ll see a butterfly peacock, thistle butterfly
and a blue butterfly. Nearby neighbourhood Westerpark consists
of streetnames named after a mix of butterflies species, which is
a funny coincidence.
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TELMOMIEL
Tuinzigtlaan

When Nazi Germany invaded the Netherlands in 1940, former
mayor Van Slobbe initiates a large-scale evacuation, better
known as De Vlucht.

 

On the day of evacuation, 50,000 Breda residents have to leave
their homes. The residents leave in groups on different routes to
the south. To take as much stuff as possible, cargo bikes, farm
carts and prams are stuffed.

The Flight causes a total of 104 Breda victims. Afterwards, the
evacuation turned out to be unnecessary. Breda is taken by the
Germans without firing a shot.

 

TelmoMiel created the girl with animal ears and flowers as a
symbolic reference to De Vlucht.
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COLECTIVO LICUADO
Vestkant 12

The people of 16th century Breda sure enjoyed a solid meal and
a drink (or two, three, four). In 1544, the city council organised a
Pentecost meal at the city hall, for church wardens and clerics of
the Grote Kerk (Church) of Breda. A wide range of roasted meats
was served, followed by a second course consisting of
‘Teteringse’ cheeses, a speciality in that time. Guests were also
offered a choice of over 77 jugs of wine.



 

The women plays an important role in the paintings of Collective
Licuado. For this painting Camilo and Florencia were inspired by
the still lifes of artist Clara Peeters, one of the very few female
painters during the Golden Age.

Camilo and Florencia are both vegetarians, which is why they
didn’t add any meat to their mural.

De vrouw speelt een belangrijke rol in de schilderingen van
Colectivo Licuado. Voor deze muurschildering lieten Camilo en
Florencia zich inspireren door de stillevens van kunstenaar Clara
Peeters, een van de weinige vrouwelijke schilders uit de Gouden
Eeuw. Camilo en Florencia zijn beide vegetariër, wat verklaart
waarom er geen vlees in hun stilleven te zien is.
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AMOK ISLAND
Vincent van Goghstraat

In between many Spring-showers, Amok Island created this
eye-catching, but modest mural at the Vincent van Goghstraat.
The mural was inspired by the nearby Gasthuisvelden ánd the
name of the street.

The Gasthuisvelden are named after the once nearby Catholic
guesthouse at the Haagdijk. At the time, the surrounding fields
were used as a growing patch and a crop field where potato
plants grew too.

 

Not much research was required regarding the Vincent van
Goghstraat, as one of Van Gogh’s most famous works is, of
course, The Potato Eaters.
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OTECKI
Gasthuisvelden, Breda, Nederland

This mural is based on the liberation of Breda on October 29th
1944, by the Polish 1st Armoured Division, led by General
Stanislaw Maczek. One of the most important historic events in
Breda.

 

Otecki took inspiration from a photo from Stadsarchief Breda (the
city archives). The photo shows two young girls, Ria
Vermeulen-Welten and Ineke van Wijck, who are writing
messages on a Polish tank. Ria, who is now 92 years old, was at
the unveiling on September 14th 2019.
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HEDOF
Odilia van Salmstraat

This mural made by Hedof is inspired by Blind Walls Gallery’s
mission: to tell the stories of Breda through street-art. The mural
depicts different ways of telling stories; by mobile phone, music,
text, a peace pipe and through a dream. The rat is a troubadour
that tells stories from door to door.

 

Based on this new mural, Hedof designed a limited edition T-shirt
in collaboration with Breda sneakerstore Epic: a project we aptly
named Blind Walls Epic Stories.
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STUDIO SLURP
Markendaalseweg 48

When a young Queen Beatrix decided to celebrate her first
Queen’s Day in Breda, rumours quickly spread about hundreds of
youths planning to demonstrate against this. Willem Merkx, then
mayor of Breda, was afraid things would escalate so on the early
morning of April 30, 1981 he decided to preventatively arrest
people, before there was any case of civil disorder. In total, 148
people were violently arrested, and spent the rest of the day in a



police cage without food, water or sanitary facilities.

The arrests lead to a national demonstration with the slogan ‘Stop
Politiegeweld Nu’ (stop police violence now).

 

The painting was made during History Month, for which the
students did research at Stadsarchief Breda (city archives). The
painting is located on the new BN de Stem (newspaper) office,
which is the former police station.
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STREET ART FRANKEY
Markendaalseweg

The River Mark returned to the inner center of Breda 10 years ago
with the realization of the harbor. The end of the project is in
sight, with the next section of the river being excavated from
2022 up to Fellenoordstraat. Part of the Nieuwe Mark are the
green quays that promote biodiversity and reduce heat stress.

 

To allow the greenery to grow on the quays, Street Art Franky
placed a sun that never sets and shines when it is night.
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ARON VELLEKOOP
Concordiastraat

Aron Vellekoop is a true craftsman in the digital age, but had rely
on a computer for this piece. An 8GB file depicts the theme of
mobility on the facade of the oldest car park of the city (1968).
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COLLIN VAN DER SLUIJS
Concordiaplein

Abraham de Winter is one of the most popular comedians of the
late 19th century. He is considered the forerunner of present-day
cabaret. During his performances, the ‘character comedian’
dressed up as a street sweeper, conductor or a doctor. His



satirical performances and his compassion towards the suffering
of fellow citizens, made him loved by both the rich and poor.

Collin van der Sluijs (NL) was inspired by this story and made a
mural behind the former city theatre Concordia. The painting
features a song thrush. Like Abraham, this bird is known for its
imitations. In addition to its own varied songs, the song thrush
can mimic 7 other bird species with ease.

50
ZENK ONE
Picenistraat

This mural is a tribute to Godevaert Montens, mayor of Breda
during the Dutch War of Independence. The mayor is known for
his supposed heroic actions in 1581. Zenk One created a unique
mural to tell the story. A print and drawing from the City Arhives
were guidelines for the design.

During the fury of Haultepenne Monetens led a group of Breda
citizen soldiers into battle against the Spanish troops.
Unfortunately Breda was no match for the Spanish soldiers. The
troops plundered, killed, raped and looted the city and its
citizens. Volunteers were needed to clean up the remains of 584
dead civilians.
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DADARA
Nieuwe Ginnekenstraat 1

14

ILSE WEISFELT
Achter de Lange Stallen

The building was a free bicycle shed during the making of the
mural by Ilse Weisfelt (NL). This in combination with the history of
the 'Lange Stallen' resulted in a painting with a horse rider on a
bike and a cyclist on a horse.
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ROB EN ROBIN
Mols Parking

The design is inspired by a story of Annie van Gils, who has lived
next to Mols Parking for over 60 years. During her youth, many
businesses and traders were situated at this location, which
caused an almost constant stream of suppliers delivery trucks.
Annie and her friends therefore weren’t allowed to play outside in
the neighbourhood, so Annie was forced to play in her backyard,
which measured just a few square meters.

 

Rob en Robin captured the tight space, crowdedness and
automobiles in a striking design, which is an obvious reference to
the playing children. The mural also includes an animation that
can be seen through Augmented Reality during our (walking)
tours.
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KELSEY MONTAGUE
Oude Vest 34

Kelsey Montague started her #WhatLiftsYou project 3 years ago.
The work invites people to photograph themselves in front of the
wings and share their inspiration through social media with the
hashtag #WhatLiftsYou. The original coat of arms of Breda also
contains angel wings. The angel watches over the shield with the
three Andreas crosses.
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SAM VAN DER WEIJDEN
Poort van Schoenmakers

This passageway at the Pasbaan used to look very different.
When Sam van der Weijden was living here (2017), he decided to
design a mural for his graduation exhibition, based on the history
of the building. He found out that the building used to be a city
farm, called ‘Het Wit Lam’ (The White Lamb).
Unfortunately, the mural couldn’t be realised back then, because
the building was going to be put up for sale.

 



Meanwhile, Guus Welten was working on a book about his family
history. His grandmother’s (Nel Schoenmakers) family lived at the
farm from 1844 until 1955. Guus contacted us and eventually, we
were able to realise the mural.

Because the farm was being turned into apartments, the
passageway and surrounding area needed its own name. The
passageway was renamed ‘Poort van Schoenmakers’.

Sam design consists of a map of old Breda, Demeter, the
goddess of agriculture and the white lamb.


